Decerebrate rigidity and vegetative signs in the acute midbrain syndrome with special regard to motor activity and intracranial pressure.
Decerebrate rigidity, intracranial pressure and vegetative signs were studied in 25 patients. Advanced statistical techniques were used to analyse the interrelationships between muscle activity (IEMG), blood pressure (ABP), intracranial pressure (ICP), pulse rate (HR), respiratory rate (RR), and central venous pressure (CVP) occurring during paroxysms of decerebration. The pattern of reaction is influenced by compression or stress imposed on the brain stem at the tentorial incisure and is related to the degree of cisternal obstruction. Significant differences in reaction were disclosed between provoked and spontaneous decerebration posturing.